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1 . CHRONIC LACK OF ATTENDANCE DURING CURRENT SEASON OF PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY HAS HELD UP DEBATE ON NUMBER OE KEY DRAET BILLS. MOST 
RECENTLY, PA SESSION SCHEDULED TO BE HELD JULY 2 WAS CANCELLED 
BY SPEAKER SAYED MAREI WHEN ONLY 123 OF 181 MEMBERS NECESSARY 
FOR QUORUM ATTENDED SESSION. AT FOLLOW-UP MEETING OE PA CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE JULY 3, MAREI AFFIRMED, OVER VIGOROUS OBJECTIONS CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, HIS DECISION NOT TO HOLD PA SITTINGS WITHOUT 
PRESENCE OF LEGAL QUORUM. AS A RESULT, DEBATES ON PROVISIONS 

NEW DRAET BILLS ON HOUSING, FAISAL ISLAMIC BANK, AND QUESTION 
RAISED BY PA MEMBER OVER INCREASED MEDICINE PRICES HAVE BEEN 
POSTPONED TO JULY 16. PRESS ALSO REPORTS JULY 4 THAT DEBATE ON 
NEW TAXATION BILL WILL NOT BEGIN UNTIL SEPTEMBER 15, FOLLOWING 
PA RECESS EOR RAMADAN. 

2. AHMAD ABU ISMAIL, CHAIRMAN PA BUDGET COMMITTEE, TOLD EMBOFF 
JULY 5 THAT PA NOW PLANS RAMADAN RECESS ROUGHLY AUGUST 5-SEPT. 15. 
CONTRARY TO PRESS REPORTS, HE STILL EXPECTS BOTH HOUSING AND 

TAX LEGISLATION TO BE PASSED BY PA PRIOR TO RECESS. HIS 
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COMMITTEE HAS NOW COMPLETED ITS MAKR UP OF TAX LEGISLATION 
AND EORWARDED BILL TO FULL ASSEMBLY. ABU ISMAIL ADMITS, 

HOWEVER, THAT HOUSING BILL WILL HAVE TO BE DEBATED FIRST 
AND THERE IS POSSIBILITY OP POSTPONING TAX BILL UNTIL 
AFTER RECESS. 

3. COMMENT. IF SAYED MAREI IS TO BE BELIEVED, SPEEDY CONSIDERATION 
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OF IMPORTANT HOUSING AND TAXATION BILLS STILL DEPENDS ON PA 
ATTENDANCE. THERE ARE THOSE SKEPTICS WHO ARE BEGINNING TO SAY 
THAT "QUORUM EXCUSE" IS ONE WAY OF GETTING AROUND UNPLEASANT 
JOB OF TACKLING DIRECTLY PROBLEMS OF HOUSING AND TAXATION WHERE 
SO MANY SPECIAL INTERESTS ARE AT ISSUE. 
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